Terry Statement on White House's Contraceptive Coverage Announcement

Congressman Lee Terry (R-NE) today released the following statement, responding to the
President’s announcement that religious employers will no longer be required to offer free
contraceptive coverage to workers — as required to by a provision in the 2010 healthcare
legislation.

“Forcing faith-based employers like Catholic universities, hospitals, and charities — to
pay for abortion-triggering drugs and contraception - services that they consider
immoral, was a horrible misstep.l It was an attack on the free exercise of religion,
guaranteed to Americans by the U.S. Constitution, and a misguided effort to expand the
Federal Government’s powers even further.l But this goes beyond church-affiliated
hospitals and charities — small business owners who have religious objections are still
be forced to pay an insurance company for coverage that includes abortion-triggering
drugs and contraception.l

“The abortion provision wasl and continues to bel an insult — to American Catholics, and
all Americans who love our Constitution, the freedoms it guarantees us, and thel limitedl
powers that it allows our government,” Terry said. [0




