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The House passed two good energy related bills this week.  Also, I offered a successful
amendment during the debate on the Afghanistan aid bill.  Next week, the House is expected to
consider more energy issues with Speaker Pelosi naming global warming as a top priority for
the U.S. Congress.  

  

Hydrogen Technology, Energy Smart Design & Construction

  

This week, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 632, the H-Prize Act of 2007 by an
overwhelming success of 408-8.  As an original cosponsor of H.R. 632, sponsored by
Congressman Lipinski (D-IL), I strongly support its aims in developing viable hydrogen
technology as the fuel source of the future.  The H-Prize Act authorizes the Secretary of Energy
to award cash prizes for breakthroughs in the research, development, and implementation of
hydrogen technologies.  

  

I also voted this week for H.R. 1716, the Green Energy Education Act, promoting the education
of a new generation of "energy experts" to develop energy efficient buildings and technology. 
H.R. 1716, written by Congressman McCaul (R-TX), passed overwhelmingly and creates an
education partnership between the Department of Energy and the National Science
Foundation.  Since working to create the standards for adding the "Energy Star" seal to building
materials, I definitely support energy efficient construction as a major way to reduce energy use.

  

Energy security is the "Manhattan Project" of our time, and these two bills are steps in the right
direction.  I urge the Senate to soon consider them.

  Support of U.S.-Based Efforts to Rebuild Afghanistan
  

During the debate on the Afghanistan Freedom and Security Support Act (H.R. 2446), I offered
an amendment encouraging the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) to give
priority in awarding grants to revitalize Afghanistan to those U.S.-based organizations with
strong records of success.  With the support of both the Foreign Affairs Chairman and Ranking
Member, my amendment passed unanimously.  My amendment was inspired by the work of the
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Center for Afghanistan Studies (CAS) at the University of Nebraska at Omaha but applies
equally to all U.S.-based non-governmental organizations.

  

Next week, the House schedule includes several major spending bills impacting our national
defense, veterans programs, and energy supplies.
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