
Terry Lauds President Bush's Comments on Energy Bill

  

 

  

WASHINGTON - Congressman Lee Terry (R-NE) today praised President Bush for renewing
his call to Congress to pass a comprehensive energy plan before August of this year.

  

"For four years, this President has asked Congress to pass a forward-looking energy
bill.  I thank him for his leadership on this critical issue," Terry said. "The energy crisis
we face today is due to years of inaction.  The President is right: four years of debate on
the energy bill is enough.  Our economy cannot afford more excuses or partisan stall
tactics." 

  

In an afternoon speech to small business owners, the President again called for a national
energy strategy that encourages the development of more nuclear power and clean-coal
technology, new gasoline refineries, and additional liquefied natural gas (LNG) import
terminals.  There has not been a new commercial nuclear reactor ordered in the United States
since 1973; no U.S. refinery has been built since 1976; and less than two percent of the U.S.
natural gas supply today comes from the nation's four LNG terminals.

  

As a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee, Terry helped author the energy bill
passed by the House last week.  Terry's legislation to expedite the approval process for new
liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal was a major section of the bill. 

  

The President today also renewed his support for a long-term hydrogen fuel cell plan, as well as
a diverse energy portfolio that increases the use of renewable energy from ethanol and
biomass.   

  

During House debate on the energy bill, Terry amended the legislation to double funding for
hydrogen research and development, providing $4.05 billion over five years to speed the arrival
of viable hydrogen fuel cells.  Terry also successfully offered an amendment to expand the use
of livestock methane as an eligible source under the renewable energy fund for public power.  In
addition, the energy bill contains Terry's provision to create a new Department of Energy
program that would encourage the use of on-site energy production from fuel cells and
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micro-turbines.

  

"The LNG section in the energy bill has the potential to bring dramatic price relief to U.S.
consumers - perhaps more than any other provision in the energy bill.  The hydrogen
fuel cell plan offers true hope for energy independence.  My colleagues in the other
chamber must pass their energy bill quickly - so we can provide some long-term relief to
American families and business, and finally reverse the downward spiral of the nation's
energy infrastructure," Terry said.  
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