
Terry Introduces Gambling Addiction Legislation

                             

   WASHINGTON- Today Congressman Lee Terry (R-NE) along with Congressman Jim Moran
(D-VA) and Congressman Frank Wolf (R-VA) introduced the "Comprehensive Problem
Gambling Act" which would direct federal resources and monies to the research and treatment
of gambling addiction.
   
  "Gambling addiction can destroy families and communities," said Congressman Terry. 
"Bankruptcy, divorce and crime are all devastating results of gambling addiction.  For the first
time ever this legislation would commit federal dollars to the research and treatment of gambling
dependence."
   
  The National Council on Problem Gambling estimates 2 million U.S. adults are pathological
gamblers and another 4-6 million are problem gamblers.
   
  "I applaud Rep. Terry for his strong effort to address the problems caused by gambling
addiction," said Executive Director for Gambling with the Good Life Pat Loontjer.  "Rep. Terry
has studied the issue, knows the family heartache caused by it and has now become a leader
advocating for change.  With $7 billion per year in social repercussions caused by gambling it is
about time the issue was raised on a national level and Rep. Terry is leading the charge."
   
  The "Comprehensive Problem Gambling Act" would designate the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMSHA) as the lead bureau to work on problem
gambling issues.  This legislation would also establish a grant program to help states and
communities deal with compulsive gambling.  
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