
Midlands lawmakers say it's a good start

                             

   

 

WASHINGTON -- Several Midlands lawmakers support President Barack  Obama's decision to
send 1,200 National Guard troops to boost security  along the U.S.-Mexico border. But some
said it didn't go far enough. Sen.  Mike Johanns, R-Neb.: "While this is a positive step, previous
National  Guard levels at the border suggest the president's proposal will be  insufficient. Border
security requires an unwavering, long-term  commitment from the federal government, both in
terms of manpower and  resources. Real immigration reform must start with strong, sustained 
border security and immigration enforcement." Rep. Adrian Smith, 
R-Neb.: "While this is a good first step, we need a long-term, workable  strategy to secure our
borders."  Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry, R-Neb.:  "This is a curious response given the administration's earlier  objections to
assisting Arizona enforce its law. Illegal entry and  uncontrolled borders are serious threats to
national security as well as  good immigration policy. Clearly, more enforcement support is
welcome."  
Rep.  Lee Terry, R-Neb.: "I support President Obama's effort to send troops  to the
U.S.-Mexican border. Several years ago, President Bush sent  troops there, and I supported
him as well."
 
Sen. Ben Nelson,  D-Neb.: "The president's proposal in response to the ongoing problems of 
illegal smuggling, drug trafficking and violence along the border is a  positive first step. I'm
looking forward to working with my colleagues  over the coming days to see whether we can
pragmatically strengthen this  approach."
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