
Tougher lead hazard fight planned
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The federal government plans to beef up its enforcement of lead hazard
disclosure laws, one of the nation's top enforcers for safe housing said Tuesday in
   Omaha .

  

Jon Gant, new director of the Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control
in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, said his agency is
working with the Environmental Protection Agency and the Centers for Disease
Control to target problem housing.

  

Gant said he is most concerned about housing where children are repeatedly
exposed to lead. CDC is mapping the incidence of lead-poisoned children to look
for specific addresses that keep popping up.

  

Landlords and home sellers are obligated by federal law to disclose known lead
hazards, such as chipping or peeling paint.

  

Given the rapid turnover in some rental properties, it's possible for children from
successive families to be poisoned by one house. That is something that Gant
wants to stop.

  

Gant also has a special message for Lincoln and    Omaha , two cities that have
had varying levels of success in winning federal grants to rehabilitate housing:
Don't give up.
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Despite the intense competition among communities for grants, some money goes
begging. Recently, $15 million from a $50 million pool of federal dollars remained
unallocated because there weren't enough qualifying communities.

  

Gant said the eligibility requirements for that grant money has been expanded -
both Lincoln and    Omaha are now eligible.

  

He was in     Omaha for an awards luncheon organized by the Lead Safe Omaha
Coalition.

  

U.S. Rep. Lee Terry,    Sens. Chuck Hagel and Ben Nelson, First National Bank,
Union Pacific Railroad, Sisters Together Inc. and the EPA were honored for their
efforts in reducing lead poisoning.

  

Contact the Omaha World-Herald newsroom   
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